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1. Name e
historic Judge Cyrus Ball Residence
and/or common Ball Mansion and Carriage House
2. Location
street & number 402 South Ninth Street N/A__ not tor publication
city, town Lafayette N/A__ vicinity of
state Imﬁana code 018 county Tippecanoe : code 157
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
— district ___ public _X occupied —_ agriculture — museum
—_ building(s) _A__ private —___ unoccupied — commercial __ park
_ structure — both ___work in progress — educational X private residence
X site Public Acquisition Accessible —___ entertainment —__religious
___ object ____in process X yes: restricted —__ government —_ scientific
____ being considered — yes: unrestricted ____industrial —_transportation
N/A —..NO — military — other:
4. Owner of Property
name Evelyn 0. Ball
street & number 402 South Ninth Street
city, town Lafayette N/A. vicinity of state Indiana 47904
S. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Tippecanoe County Courthouse
street & number Public Square
" city, town Lafayette state Indiana
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Lafayette Historic
title Building Inventory ‘has this property been determined eligible? ___yes _X no
date 1976 - - federal __ state _ county _X local
depository for survey records Lafayette Redevelopment Commission . o o
Lafayette stite Ind1ana

city, town




7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

____excelient .. deteriorated ___unaltered X original site

X good ____ruins X altered ____ moved date ,N_/_A
__ fair ____unexposed

Describe the present and ongmal (nf known) physuca! appearance

The Cyrus Ball Residence is a large French Second Empire style home located on a wooded
lTot. Constructed of brick, the home features a limestone foundation, intricate wood and
stone detailing, and a slate roof. Constructed in 1869, the home remains the property
of the descendants of the original owner.

The home's symmetrical main (east) facade is dominated by a tower rising from the center
bay. Three stories tall with a mansard roof crowned with iron cresting, this tower con-
tains, on its ground floor level, the home's main entryway. This entryway is framed by
large limestone pilasters which support elaborate wood consoles; these consoles, in turn,
carry the flat-roofed canopy which features richly-carved modillions and iron cresting.
The main doorway itself, slightly recessed, contains paired wooden doors with stained
glass windows, surmounted by a stained glass, rounded-arch transom. The second flcor
level of the tower contains a large, double-hung window flanked by wooden pilasters
rising from the entryway canopy. As on the ground floor level,these pilasters are sur-
mounted by large brackets which support a slightly smaller canopy. This canopy features
a highly-decorated frieze and a bell-cast roof terminating at the building's main cornice
level. The tower's third story features a gable-roofed canopy supported by brackets,
surmounted by a wide bracketed cornice. The mansard-roofed attic floor of the tower
features elliptical windows on the north, south, and east facades, and is crowned with
wrought iron cresting.

The tower is flanked by identical, two-story sections, each two bays in width. Through-
out both sections the ground floor bays contain large double-hung, two-over-two windows
with pedimented, bracketed hood molds of carved limestone. A1l of the second floor bays
contain similar windows with slightly Tess ornate hood molds and bracketed stone sills.
Just above the second floor windows is a frieze decorated with dentils and a large over-
hanging cornice supported by elaborate paired brackets and modillions.

At the north end of the main facade is a small wooden porch which serves the building's
north wing. This wing, which is set back from the main facade, features similar cornice
and window detailing and a bell-cast mansard roof. A more modest, two-story, hip-roofed
servants' wing is located on the rear of the structure.

The interior of the house has been well maintained and appears much as it did when the
home was completed in 1869. The woodwork, doors, floors, and hardware throughout the
structure are all original. Decorative, molded plaster cornices are employed in several
of the rooms, and elaborate marble fireplaces can be found in the drawing room, music
room, and library. The main stairway features turned balusters and an ornate newel post.
Furnishings in the home are typical of the period and include portraits of Ball family
members, painted by George Winter, a well-known local artist.

Also Tocated on the property is a two-story brick carriage house with a rectangular plan
and a gable roof. The service doors and the windows of this structure are all contained
in segmental-arched openings; the large carriage doors are contained in tudor-arched
openings. Ground level access is provided to both stories of the structure due to the
sloping nature of the terrain. The brick driveway leading to the carriage house has
recently been rebuilt, as were the steps leading from the city sidewalk to the main entry.
The iron fence which runs along the east property 11ne is thought to be or1g1na1
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Atlas of Tippecanoe County, Indiana. Lafayette: Cory & Sons, 1888.

Biographical Record and Portrait Album of Tippecanoe County.
"Lafayette Da11y Cour%er,” June 30, 1893, Cyrus Ball obituary.
"Lafayette Journal and Courier," October 11, 1981.

Past and Present of Tippecanoe County, Indiana. Indianapolis: B. F. Bowen and
Company, 1909.

Continuation Sheet, Cyrus Ball Residence - Item No. 10

An area of approximately 1.9 acres of Bartholomew's Qutlot #1 of the City of Lafayette,
Indiana, more specifically described as follows: Beginning at a point 100.4' North of
the northwest corner of Hill and 9th Streets, then proceeding West for a distance of
337.5'; thence North 287.6' (thus excluding the entry drive providing access from 7th
Street; thence East 110';- thence South 67.7'; thence East 227.5'; thence South 220' to
the point of beginning. (See attached map.)



9. Major Bibliographical References

See ContinuatioE!Sheet

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property _ 1.9 acre

Quadrangle name Lafavet‘ge West Quadrangle scale __1:24000
UTM References ' :
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Verbal boundary description and justification
See Continuation Sheet

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state N/A code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

namettitie Cecily Gordon Bottum Ball

organization N/A : date September 1, 1982
street & number 402 South Ninth Street telephone 317/742-6882

city or town Lafayette sigte Indiana 47904

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

X

___ n&ional ____ state 2 local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89—
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and cemfy !hat it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by ther ational Park S

State Historic Preservation Officer signature ' (_/"J Mé«/v—-«/—\_,

tite Indiana State Historic Preservation! \Off)lcer date 3-26-84

For NPS use only
| hereby certify that this property Is included in the National Hegister

date

Keeper of the National Register

Attest: date

Chief of Registration
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